In the cation of the title salt, C 11 H 12 ClN 2 O + ÁC 6 H 2 N 3 O 7 À , the chloroethyl side chain is in a syn conformation, nearly orthogonal to the pyrimidine ring, with a dihedral angle of 78.9 (6) between the plane of the chloroethyl chain and the pyrimidine ring. The dihedral angle between the fused rings is 4.3 (3) . In the picrate anion, the benzene mean plane makes dihedral angles of 26.7 (1), 33.6 (2) and 5.3 (6) with the two o-NO 2 groups and the p-NO 2 group, respectively. Extensive hydrogen-bond interactions occur between the cation-anion pair which help to establish the crystal packing. A three-center OÁ Á Á(H,H)-(N,C) acceptor hydrogen bond is observed between the phenolate O atom of the picrate anion and the amine and methyl groups of the cation. An N-HÁ Á Á(O,O) bifurcated hydrogen bond is observed between the amine group and two O atoms from the phenolate and o-NO 2 groups.
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QNMHA thanks the University of Mysore for use of its research facilities. RJB acknowledges the NSF MRI program (grant No. CHE-0619278) for funds to purchase an X-ray diffractometer. to the pyrimidine ring, with a dihedral angle of 78.9 (6)° between the chloroethyl side chain and the pyrimidine ring. The fused pyrimidine-pyridine ring is separated by 4.3 (3)°. In the picrate anion, the benzene ring adopts dihedral angles of 26.7 (1), 33.6 (2) and 5.3 (6)° with the mean planes of two o-NO 2 and a p-NO 2 group, respectively. Extensive hydrogen bond interactions occur between the cation-anion pair which help to establish crystal packing (Fig. 2 ). This includes a strong N4A-H4AA···O1B hydrogen bond and a collection of several weak C-H···O interactions within several sites between the cations and anions in the unit cell (Table 1) . A three-center O···(H,H)-(N,C) acceptor hydrogen bond is observed between the phenolate oxygen atom (O1B) of the picrate anion and the amine (H4AA) and methyl group (H12C) hydrogen atoms of the pyrimidine group in the cation. A bifurcated (three-center) N-H···(O,O) hydrogen bond is observed between the amine hydrogen atom (H4AA) in the pyrimidine group and oxygen atoms from the phenolate (O1B) and o-NO 2 (O62B) groups. Included in this bond is a weak N4A-H4AA···O62B interaction (Table 1) . Bond lengths and angles in both the cation and anion can be regarded as normal (Cambridge Structural Database, Version 5.30, February, 2009; Allen, 2002, Mogul, Version 1.1.3; Bruno et al., 2004) The collective effects of both strong and weak intemolecular hydrogen bonds influence crystal packing in the title compound, C 11 H 12 ClN 2 O + .C 6 H 2 N 3 O 7 -, (I).
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by adding a saturated solution of picric acid (0.92 g, 2 mmol) in methanol to a solution of 3-(2-chloroethyl)-2-methyl-4H-pyrido[1,2-a]pyrimidin-4-one (0.45 g, 2 mmol) in 10 ml of methanol. A yellow color developed and the resulting solution was stirred well with the formation of yellow precipitate which was filtered off, washed several times with diethyl ether and then dried over CaCl 2 (yield 64.5%). X-ray quality crystals were grown from acetone solution. The melting range was found to be 415-418 K. , showing the cation-anion unit that comprises the asymmetric unit, the atom labeling scheme and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
